By its initiatives the College has produced great improvements in the quality of general practice, and the General Medical Services Committee of the BMA has seen to the financial structure necessary to sustain them: together, and with the aid of an often sympathetic Department of Health, they achieved a renewal of that branch of medicine in Britain at a time when it was badly needed.
This book is a worthy record of the College's achievements in its first quarter century. It ends with a chapter on the future, making it plain that there is still much to be done: the College's past gives one confidence that it will rise to these challenges.
ST JOHN DOWLING

General Practitioner Much Hadham, Hertfordshire
Tubal Infertility: Diagnosis and Treatment Geoffrey Chamberlain & Robert Winston (ed) pp 162 £15 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1982 This small handbook, which is edited by Geoffrey Chamberlain and Robert Winston, has a text of only 155 pages and covers the whole aspect of tubal surgery in short chapters which are both lucid and comprehensive.
Authors have been chosen who usc both micro and macro' techniq ues so that the reader may compare different methods of achieving the same desired result.
It is a shame that with such distinguished authors the quality of the illustrations does not match the description in the text. Some of the black and white photographs are very difficult to interpret and now that such superb colour photography is available it would have added greatly to the quality of this book if good illustrations had been chosen, especially in the chapters devoted to microtubal surgery.
Nevertheless this book can be recommended to all gynaecologists who are interested in developing their skills in infertility surgery. If the Editors can improve the quality of the illustrations in the next edition it would be even more valuable.
MICHAEL PUGH
Consultant Gynaecologist The Hospitalfor Women, London W1
Pseudoseizures. T L Riley & A Roy (ed) pp 231 £24.75 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1982 In the history of neurology, .epilepsy occupies a central place. Ideas derived from the study of epilepsy have, time and again, led to advances in understanding of the brain. In addition, the phenomenology for epilepsy is extraordinarily diverse and, even a hundred years after Hughlings Jackson and Gowers, there is still scope for further work. This book, taking as its subject psychogenic attacks, occurring in patients with known epilepsy, exemplifies this.
The book consists of fifteen contributions by American, Canadian and British authorities. There are five main subjects; historical aspects, neurological aspects, and the medico-legal implications of aggression and epilepsy. The balance of the contents is excellent. There is much practical advice, particularly on the new clinical approach to diagnosis and the appropriate use of the EEG by Scott; further, the relation of pseudoseizures to epilepsy itself, and to underlying psychiatric disorders, is discussed in much useful detail. Two chapters on syncope and hyperventilation, and on narcolepsy, although somewhat peripheral to the main thrust of the book, provide useful reviews of these difficult clinical problems. A possible relationship between anticonvulsant drugs and hysterical seizures is discussed, not altogether convincingly, by Trimble. There is a quite outstanding account of the relation between epilepsy and aggression by Rodin and it is worth buying the book for this chapter alone. Unfortunately, the book is marred by a profusion of typographical errors. When these begin on the first line of Chapter I, one wonders whether any proof reading was undertaken at all! Despite this impression of undue haste in the production stage, this is an interesting and informative book.
MICHAEL SWASH
Editorial Representative
Section of Neurology 'It is of crucial importance that the effects of a nuclear war be understood so that dangerous myths about the possibility of a "limited" nuclear war, and about surviving and winning a nuclear war are dispelled.'
Such are some of the conclusions of this book, which is largely based on the proceedings of the First Congress of International Physicians for the
